
THE BULLETIN 
  

Week Ending Friday 10th January 2020

Dear Parents,

The Spring Term has got off to an excellent start at the dawn of a new decade.
We have started the term with a focus on Habit 2 ‘begin with the end in mind’, challenging 
every Finborough student to write a ‘mission statement’ for the next ten years. Asking 
themselves what do they hope to have achieved and experienced in ten years. Teachers are 
working with their students on this challenge in form time across the next two weeks. It is 
included in our Spring Term Finborough Five:

1. Create a ‘Mission Statement’ for the next ten years (this will be completed in school) of 
your life.

2. Participate in Red January: Be ‘active’ every day across the month and beyond.
3. Read the book ‘The Boy, the Mole, the Fox and the Horse’ together with a member of 

your family.
4. Take a beautiful spring photograph involving a daffodil.
5. Learn to use a yo-yo.

These challenges couple with academic studies and the wealth of character building 
opportunities our students enjoy, creating a truly holistic approach, helping them to be the 
consistently best version of themselves.
Much lies ahead for this term, commencing this weekend with our House Cross Country and 
Fun Run, where I look forward to seeing everyone ready for a large dose of New Year zeal 
and athletic endeavour.

Best regards,

Steven Clark

WELCOME BACK!



Pre-Prep..

Happy New Year! I hope you all had a good break.


This week’s assembly was a visit from the NSPCC. The children learnt all about the Speak 
out Stay Safe campaign. Lucie Clayton the NSPCC volunteer spoke to the children how 
they all had the right to be safe. She delivered two assemblies one to Pre-Prep and one to 
Prep. 


In both assemblies the children did the school proud and they all listened carefully, and 
happily volunteered or took part when asked to. Videos were shown of different cases of 
where the NSPCC had helped certain children. 


Children identified what might worry them, what is not appropriate and who they can talk to 
if they needed help (ask them who might be the trusted adult they could speak to). Every 
child learnt the Childline number. Every child knows what the number is and they should be 
able to show you actions that tell the number. From this assembly a sponsored activity will 
be happening at the revised date of Tuesday 21st January. More details about this will 
follow.


Remember every child has the right to Speak Out and Stay Safe!




Prep School..

As pantomime season draws to an end, we return to the theatre to shine a light on 
Barnaby G (Prep 6) who appeared in The Lion, Witch and the Wardrobe just before 
Christmas. The shows were performed to a sold-out audience every night, with Barnaby 
doing himself and the school proud, every night.


Angus G (Prep 3) has already got cracking with his Finborough 5 for this term, by 
reading The Boy, the mole, the fox and the Horse. It’s great to see the response to the 
Finborough 5 after reflecting on their efforts last term, in their Pupil Profiles.


We had a visit from the NSPCC on Tuesday and Thursday, where the children learned of 
the importance of talking with trusted adults if they have any worries. We will be doing a 
sponsored exercise-athon for 10 hours on Tuesday 21st January to raise money. More 
details to follow next week.




Prep School Continued..

Deputy Head Commendations  

Charlie S (Prep 6), Nathaniel G (Prep 6), Sam B (Prep 6), Christian G (Prep 5), Nicholas H 
(Prep 4), Emilia M (Prep 4), Charles C (Prep 3),  Hannah O (Prep 3) - For their excellent 

evidence and explanation of completion of Finborough 5

     

From day to day learning, children trying new sports this term, to our cross-country 
runners who ran on Thursday (Charlie, Elijah, Johanna and Bella); it’s been a great first 
week back. Here are some action shots from the week.




Senior School..

It was a real pleasure to welcome our students back to school at the start of the week 
following their Christmas break. Most students seemed suitably refreshed and ready for 
the challenges that lay ahead, and occasions such as the Christmas concert and the 
house carol competition seem a long time ago! All year groups have attended an assembly 
this week discussing the benefits of the principle of ‘marginal gains’.  This is an idea 
developed initially by the British Cycling team, and involves trying to improve everything 
that you do by at least 1%. All students have therefore been challenged to improve EVERY 
aspect of their Learnability by at least 1%, and then reap the deserved rewards!


Over the Christmas holidays, our VEX Robotics team took part in another event at St 
Helena School in Colchester. The tournament saw 30 teams go head to head competing 
for a place in the national championships later in the year.  The Finborough team finished in 
an excellent 2nd place, so congratulations go to Kevin Z, Myles B, Toby W, Ben W, George 
E, Yasmin B, Emma S, Emma C, and Jacob D (all from Year 8) and Grace H and Alice M 
(Year 7) on their efforts, and a huge thank you to Mrs Fisher for taking them there during 
the holidays.


We have a very busy few weeks approaching for all year groups in the Senior School.  Year 
11 and 13 students and parents are cordially invited to a session on revision skills and 
techniques in the Sky Hall this coming Thursday (16th January) in preparation for their 
forthcoming mock exams.  All Year 7 students are busily preparing for their speaking 
assessment (ESB award) that is taking place on Tuesday 21st January, and Year 8 and 9 
students are soon to begin the process of choosing their optional subjects for GCSE study 
next year. We also have a huge range of football, netball, and basketball fixtures coming up 
in the next week, and our Year 8 girls are attending a Sports Hall Athletics competition at 
Thurston.



Sixth Form..

This is what it's all about!  


This is on of those moments when all the hard work of our outstanding staff and our 
hardworking students are rewarded.  This is when all the opportunities we offer here at 
Finborough have been grasped by our proactive students, and the attention to detail we 
are able to give to all our Sixth Form pays off! Offers from Universities have been flooding 
in for those students who have applied and for those who are planning gap years, plans 
are really shaping up. 


A special mention to Rebecca A who has received an unconditional offer to study Sport 
and Exercise Science (her dream), Lucy O with a reduced offer to her favourite university 
plus 3 more offers to study Child Nursing (Year 11 parents may remember she arrived back 
from her interview during our Sixth Form Presentation Evening!) and Joel C with 3 offers; 
one a reduced offer if he gets the right result for his EPQ this month to study Economics. I 
will also big up our gap year students who are set up well in advance of Mock Exams 
including Joe P who is off to Malaysia to work in a school and Tom L to Australia to work in 
agriculture.


Boarding..

We have loved welcoming back our boarding students from the Christmas break and 
thoroughly enjoyed hearing the stories of where their time has been spent, what they have 
been up to and the presents they have received.  


It has been a fantastic first week back, the children have been working very hard with 
revision for mock exams and completing their homework to the very best standard. 

We have enjoyed some time in the sports hall and gym this week, burning off some 
energy and mince pies!


This weekend the boarding house will be participating and supporting our school cross 
country event on Saturday morning. On Sunday we will be going into Bury St Edmunds 
for some shopping and a tasty treat at Kaspas!  


Have a lovely weekend,  
The Boarding Team 



Sporting Highlights..

An outstanding effort was put in today by our U11s boys football 
team who played at Ipswich Town. They qualified for the next 
round as group winners, and will play again at Portman Road next 
week - Friday 17th January. Good luck!

Congratulations to Elijah in 
Year 6 who came 4th place 
at the Suffolk County Cross 
Country Championships that 
were held last weekend!  

This is such an amazing 
achievement and his hard 
work and dedication has 
clearly paid off.  

Well done Elijah, keep it up! 



Friends of Finborough Noticeboard 

Dates for the Diary.. 

• Saturday 11th January - Schools Interhouse Cross Country 
• Tuesday 14th January - Prep 2 - Trip - Wagamama 
• Thursday 16th January - Year 11 Revision Skills Workshop 
• Friday 17th January - ISA Cross Country 
• Friday 17th January - Prep 3 - Trip - Ipswich Museum 
• Friday 17th January - Year 11 Students (x10) - Academy Conference 

• February Half Term Dates: 

     Monday 17th February 2020 -   Friday 21st February 2020 
     Boarders Return    -   Sunday 23rd February 2020 
     School Re-commences  -   Monday 24th February 2020 

Please see our Events Calendar on our website for additional dates of interest: 

Finborough School Events Calendar 

Don’t Forget to follow us on Social Media: TW TWFB INS

https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough
https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough
https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/

