
THE BULLETIN 
  

Week Ending Friday 17th January 2020

Dear Parents,

After an excellent House Cross Country on Saturday this week has rolled on at a similar 
impressive pace.

Sport has been up front and centre this week with some fantastic team results, our U15 rugby 
team taking on Rugby School and the new Netball courts commissioned and used for epic 
matches against St Felix, Langley and Framlingham, where our girls were outstanding! The 
sporting week has concluded with us hosting the ISA Eastern Region Cross Country 
Championships, welcoming over 600 students with their teachers and parents to enjoy an 
aesthetic athletic challenge as they race across the beautiful school estate.

For our oldest students university applications are all now completed and places at a range of 
the best universities have been secured. For years 11 and 13 Mock examinations are looming 
ever closer on the horizon and we enjoyed fantastic attendance at an exceptional ‘Revision 
Skills’ evening for students and parents with Mr Collins. As our understanding of memory 
expands, the power of repetition in learning and particularly preparation for exams is hugely
evident.



Continued… 

Effective preparation for examinations or any assessment flows on from excellent ‘Learnability’ 
and a huge commitment to perpetually revisit the knowledge and understanding they have 
acquired in their lessons. 

All teachers have been intently focused on catching great ‘Learnability’ and providing explicit 
positive feedback to inspire students to keep doing what they are doing so well and motivate 
those around them to aspire to the same recognition and specific praise.

Seeing peers commended for Gold and Platinum ‘Learnability’ sets the bar high, causing in 
some cases a healthy revaluation of what ‘hard work' really is. Ensuring their barometer for 
effort is calibrated in favour of the greater commitment, a highly important factor in achieving 
their best level of academic success.

Perseverance will be our cross school theme next week, seeing how valuable this is for all 
forms of success and the development of self confidence.

I hope you enjoy reading all of the news and enjoy a wonderful weekend.

Best regards,

Steven Clark
Headmaster



Pre-Prep..

Lots of exciting things have been going on in Pre-Prep this week, one of the highlights was 
Prep 2 who visited Wagamamas, (a firm favourite restaurant in the Bridgeman family!) 


Children have been discussing and really thinking about being healthy. Going on the trip 
highlighted to the children how healthy food can be fun and yummy at the same time. 


Students had the opportunity to learn about the importance of food hygiene. They then 
made their own noodles, adding a variety of ingredients. Apparently according to Prep 2 
different dashes of colour is key to a healthy dish, rather than a meal of just beige food. 
They watched fresh juices being made. Evidently though the tasting part was the best bit of 
the trip and the children returned to school with lots of full bellies. 


As always they were impeccably behaved and all had a fantastic time.  


Deputy Head Commendations  

Nursery - Charlie HB for settling well into nursery.


Prep 1 - Freddie R and Clemmie N for fantastic Goldilocks stories.

Prep 2 - Chloe H for trying really hard in class.


     



Prep School..

As we end another great week in Prep School, I have lost count of the number of children 
who have come to see me to show me their fantastic work, or ask me to come and visit 
their classrooms to ‘show off’ their Platinum Class Learnability.


I must also say a big well done to the prep school children who ran with such effort at the 
House Cross Country event on Saturday. The turnout and endeavour in display was a 
delight to witness. 


Prep 4 have been completing 4 digit subtraction with exchanging. The superb effort and 
Learnability as clear to see, the classroom buzzing with energetic and enthusiastic 
learning. Teamwork and proving ‘how and why’ has been a natural step for so many. 


Prep 5 have been writing adventures that are set in the tropical rainforest. As a lover of 
nature, these have struck a chord with my interests. It’s great to see young people caring 
so passionately for the environment and in particular, the precious rainforest ecosystem. 
Well done to Monty G and Florence B for sharing their beautiful work with me.


Prep 3 took some literacy into their PE lesson this week by making letters with their 
gymnastic prowess.



Prep School Continued..

Deputy Head Commendations  

Lucas W (Prep 6) – Making proactive choices that have improved his Learnability


Freddie H (Prep 6) – Going the extra mile to make amends


Lucas S (Prep 4) – For changing his mindset in Maths, which led to outstanding 
subtraction work


     

Prep 6 are currently writing, directing and producing their own blockbuster ‘El Dorado; 
the Lost City of Gold’. So if you see some strange individuals walking around the 
school, don’t be alarmed, it’s just the heroes of their story strutting their stuff!


This week we’ve added extra break time Lego Clubs such is its popularity. Today it was 
a group from Prep 3 who enjoyed themselves.


The power cut that struck the school on Tuesday afternoon caused a great deal of 
excitement amongst the children. I must pat the teachers on the back for how they 
handled the situation, and then having their staff meeting in virtual darkness!




Senior School..

The Christmas holidays now seem lost in the dim and distant past as the spring term is in 
full swing. Curriculum plans were sent out to parents of appropriate year groups this week, 
so it can be clearly seen what topics and challenges the students will face during their 
lessons in all subjects throughout the term. This, coupled with a focus on revision for Year 
11 and Year 13 students towards their forthcoming mock exams ensures that our attention 
to high academic outcomes remains consistently high.


Teachers are always looking at different an interesting ways of getting students to learn 
across the Senior School. This week, I enjoyed visiting a Year 10 GCSE PE lesson, where 
the focus was on how our joints work. Mr Haycock had asked the students to produce 
their own model of a knee joint, with some very impressive outcomes.  Similarly, Dr 
Fiadzomor took the opportunity to invite our school electrician Colin into her Year 11 
Physics lesson on Monday.  He was able to teach the students about the function of each 
of the wires and fuse in a 3-pin plug and set up lamps for them to rewire and test. 
Thankfully all the plugs worked, though some were a borderline pass for the visual 
inspection! 


Thank you to Colin for his time in setting up the equipment ahead of the lessons and his 
time during the lessons. 


In sport, it was a delight to see so many students and parents at our cross country event 
on Saturday – congratulations to all those that took part and pushed themselves to the 
limit.!  Our Senior Boys Basketball team remain unbeaten with an excellent 57-45 win over 
St Felix.


New venture for this week was ‘Sportshall Athletics’ – we sent a Year 8 team to a 
competition at Thurston, and was delighted to hear that our girls came first overall, and our 
boys came an excellent 2nd. Both teams qualify for the county finals in a few weeks’ time. It 
has also been great to see our brand new netball courts in action for the first time this 
week. This is an excellent addition to our facilities, and it has been great to see them being 
used in sport lessons.  It was also good to hear that our first matches on them, involving 
our U/15 netball teams against Gosfield, also resulted in convincing victories!




Sixth Form..

And the University offers are rolling in now! Another unconditional, this time for Millie L and 
I can't let Cambridge's offer for Beanie S to study veterinary medicine slip!  
Congratulations to all, the deadline was on Wednesday; so with that chapter closed let the 
hard work begin in preparation for Mock Exams!  


Another victory for our basket ball team against St Felix, they were so good that at one 
point the margin was at least 25 points; great win lads.   I can't wait to hear about the 
netball results..!  


Legend of the week this week is Oli P. His relentless positive attitude is inspirational; he 
may have had to retire early from the Cross Country last Saturday but you can't help but 
get swept away with his enthusiasm. Oli lives for all things football and his useful 
contributions to our Wellbeing PSHE session this week were unforgettable...


Finally, I have had the absolute pleasure of reading through the Sixth Form Mission 
Statements this week, what an amazingly inspirational bunch we have.


Sporting Highlights..

This week we had the pleasure of 
using our new Netball courts for the 
very first time and students enjoyed 
training and playing their first 
competitive fixtures on them.

It has been amazing first week of 
results with all five home games 
ending with a win! ! 


We are very much looking forward 
to lots of fun and further success 
on our new courts! 



Boarding..

Last weekend the boarding children enjoyed a yummy treat at Kaspas in Bury St Edmunds 
whilst we popped into town for a browse. The puddings certainly went down a treat with 
waffles, crepes and milkshakes enjoyed!  

This week our year 11 and 13 boarders enjoyed a revision guidance session with Mr Collins 
on Thursday as well as a quick trip out to the shops on Wednesday evening!  
Our younger students have enjoyed some on site activities including the gym with Mr Orrin 
and the sports hall activity session.  

Tomorrow we are heading to Bounce trampoline park for a bounce session & then a trip to 
the shops to grab the essentials!  

Have a brilliant week! 
The Boarding Team.


In Other News.. 

Cross Lateral Development 
 

Finborough is delighted to be launching a ground-breaking initiative on Cross Lateral 
Development. Designed by Michaela Harwood and the Finborough LEAD team. We are 
producing a series of videos containing a number of exercises to develop 
COORDINATION and support key skills for efficient MOVEMENT in Sport and PE 
activities. 


The videos and exercises are for anyone who wants to better themselves and hone their 
capabilities. They also have an added benefit of promoting CONCENTRATION, 
strengthening limbs and torso, and developing a sense of CALM and MINDFULNESS. 
These exercises can be applied when conditions are stressful to enable the mind to 
remain unhindered and clear thinking, which is a primary attribute for EFFECTIVE 
LEARNING and PROBLEM SOLVING. As a whole, these activities will help one to evolve 
a code of behaviour and practice for a successful life style.


Please click here to view Video 1 - Cross-lateral Development

https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/parents/useful-videos/
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/parents/useful-videos/


The Friends of Finborough Noticeboard.. 



Dates for the Diary.. 

• Tuesday 21st January - NSPCC Sponsored Event 
• Tuesday 21st January - Poetry Live Event - Year 11 - Cambridge 
• Thursday 23rd January - Sixth Form Dinner 
• Friday 24th January - VEX IQ Competition - Essex University 

• February Half Term Dates: 

     Monday 17th February 2020 -   Friday 21st February 2020 
     Boarders Return    -   Sunday 23rd February 2020 
     School Re-commences  -   Monday 24th February 2020 

Please see our Events Calendar on our website for additional dates of interest: 

Finborough School Events Calendar 

Don’t Forget to follow us on Social Media: TW TWFB INS

https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough
https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough

