
THE BULLETIN 
  

Week Ending Friday 31st January 2020

Dear Parents,

We have enjoyed an excellent week with a plethora of achievements across all facets of 
school life.

I was astounded by our incredible £3000 total raised for the NSPCC, the most by any school 
in Suffolk, an outstanding achievement.

Congratulations to our U11A Netball Team who have qualified for the ISA National Finals in 
Rugby, just missing out on the top spot, finishing second in the Eastern Region Tournament 
by just one ‘golden goal’. Well done girls! I also wanted to reflect on a historic victory in 
swimming at Framlingham last week, winning both U11 and U13 age groups for the first time 
in the event.

Visiting lessons this week it has been inspiring to see how motivated our students are to 
demonstrate their best ‘Learnability’ amplified by a big focus on positive feedback and praise 
rightly being bestowed on those who shine in class.



Continued… 

Our focus across the school has developed this week highlighting good old fashioned HARD 
WORK as the foundation of success across everything, asking the questions:

• How hard did you work on your learning last week?
• Are you giving school your best?
•  What is your capacity for hard work?
•  Are you the hardest worker in your class?
•  If not, why not?

We are also challenging students to read more and are monitoring their engagement with this 
very closely, particularly as the evident impact reading has on communication capability both 
verbal and written.

It is a genuine joy to witness the collision of academic challenge and achievement driven by 
great ‘Learnability’ with the host of other aspects of life at Finborough developing our children 
characters for success. The positive and enthusiastic reaction we largely experience from 
students to all we expect and hope for them is just brilliant!

I hope you enjoy all of the news and have a suer weekend.

Best regards,

Steven Clark
Headmaster



Pre-Prep..

Deputy Head Commendations  

Nursery - William L - For his beautiful great writing.
Reception - Elliot BH - For always trying his hardest with a big smile on his face.

Prep1 - Bella L - For fantastic progress in writing.
Prep 2 - Timmy H - For creative diary writing

Caitlyn H - For always showing outstanding learnability.

I want to begin this bulletin with a wow! How amazing everyone was with their fantastic 
contributions, collection of sponsor money for the NSPCC event. We raised a massive 
£3,000 and Lucie Clayton the NSPCC Representative was so overwhelmed and grateful. 
So thank you and go Finborough!

This week I had a little venture into Prep 1 and was very excited by what they have been 
learning about.

This term, Prep 1 have been exploring traditional tales through the book, ‘Into the Forest’ 
by Anthony Brown. 

Last week, they received a letter from three very unhappy bears about Goldilock’s 
mischievous behaviour. They went on a hunt for Goldilock’s and found her red ribbon, a 
golden lock of hair and some porridge oats and created descriptive missing posters. 

This week, Prep 1 have helped Goldilocks improve her apology letter to the Three Bears 
by including interesting adjectives including the prefix –un such as ‘unhelpful’ and ‘unkind’. 
Well done Prep 1!   



Prep School..

What a week! Tuesday we welcomed the NSPCC back to Finborough to collect the 
sponsorship money that we raised during our exercise-athon. We raised a spectacular 
£3000 in total! This is the most raised by any school in Suffolk. Well done to everyone!

The biggest pleasure I’ve had this week was reading the 7 Habit-inspired mission 
statements that each child completed over the last fortnight. They were well considered 
and beautiful to read



Prep School Continued..

Prep 6 have been writing diary extracts as part of their film project. The use of advanced 
vocabulary, varied sentence structure and rhetorical questions has impressed me 
greatly. The DAMP FOREST planning structure is starting to produce excellent results.

Prep 5’s attention has turned to the way humans use the tropical rainforest. Great 
debates have been had over logging, ranching, hydro-electric power, new roads being 
built and mining. They discussed which of these uses are needed and helpful, and which 
ones should not be happening.

Prep 4 continue to put a huge amount of effort into their handwriting, which has resulted in 
6 pen licenses being given out this week. Congratulations to William B, Ollie S, Caitlin O, 
Charlie K, Freya M and Sam H!

Prep 3 had great fun learning about how to make a mummy in their Topic lessons this 
week!

Deputy Head Commendations  

Fen J (Prep 6) – Platinum accuracy and attainment in Umbrella Club

Finn H (Prep 4) - Platinum accuracy and attainment in Umbrella Club

Emer C (Prep 3) – Significant improvement in English writing skills



Senior School..
There is now just one week to go until our Year 11 and Year 13 students begin their mock 
exams. This is such a key period for them as they provide the most accurate picture so far of 
where the students are in their quest for the grades they desire, as well as identifying what 
needs to be done in the last few months before the summer exams.   Students and staff alike 
have been working very hard towards these, and we look forward to seeing some very 
positive outcomes in a few weeks’ time.

This week saw our Year 9 students and parents invited to an evening to discuss their 
curriculum options for next year.  This was a really well attended event, where all of our 
subject leaders were able to discuss what their subject looks like at GCSE level.  It is really 
promising to see our students entering into this process with such thought, openness and 
diligence, all of which means that they will be making very sensible choices for their future 
study.  We look forward to the same process with Year 8 students next week.

Rehearsals for our production of the 
Addams Family are now very well 
developed, with the performances 
coming up in the week beginning 16th 
March. I witnessed some amazing dance 
sessions this week, which has really 
whetted my appetite for the production.  
However, I was particularly impressed by 
the performance of Ellie A in Year 10; not 
only has she been repeatedly rehearsing 
herself, but she has been spending an 
awful lot of her own time working with 
some of the dancers in the lower years 
to help them with their performances. 
This is an outstanding display of 
support, for which she received a 
Deputy Headteachers commendation.



Sixth Form..
A week until the mocks and Year 13 and those Year 12 taking AS in the summer are certainly 
starting to feel the pressure mounting.   Plenty of preparations are going on; students have 
RAG rated topics and, with the support of Personal Tutors where necessary, organising 
study schedules. Meanwhile UCAS interviews are ongoing, Lucy O came back buzzing and 
hopeful from UEA. Final decisions need to be made by June 4.

Year 12 continue to seek Work Shadowing placements.   Congratulations to Matilda L who 
got all of the necessary paper work completed. She has secured a placement in a planning 
department. These placements are invaluable for many reasons and so we will continue to 
support students with this. 

Our new Music teacher for 
September, Mr Griffin, came 
into school again this week to 
run another Music session.  
This time, it was a Samba 
workshop, and if you haven’t 
yet seen the clip of this on 
social media, I urge you to do 
so, as the energy achieved was 
simply infectious! 

We had a fabulous session this week 
learning CPR, thank you to Matron for this.  
Students were surprised at how hard chest 
compressions need to be, all students had 
their own dummy to practice on.   We left 
knowing that doing something is better 
than doing nothing, although one or two of 
our students need to think a little more 
carefully about where to place their hands 
when giving rescue breaths..!

Finally, our Legend of the Week is Ewan K; 
benefiting from his determination to 
succeed.  We may have lost the football 
game this week but we are a tenacious 
and resilient lot in all aspects!

Senior School Continued..



Boarding..

Last weekend in boarding the children enjoyed a choice of activities, swimming at 
Colchester Leisure World or bowling. Both groups enjoyed a wonderful afternoon, those who 
swam had the pleasure of Mr Clark joining them!  

On Sunday the children had the opportunity to join in baking with Miss Evans and Miss 
Parke, thank you for the fabulous photos Mr Harrison, the children had such fun!  

This weekend we are heading into Ipswich on Saturday morning to go to Empire cinema, the 
younger children will be watching Dolittle which they are very excited about.  
On Saturday evening we will be ‘game ready' with games night in the hub! On Sunday we 
have pizza making for lunch as well as having some study time.  

We look forward to sharing the pictures next week.  

Have a wonderful weekend! 



Sporting Highlights..

Swimming News 
Having gone a while without a swimming gala, we’ve had 2 in the space of a week. 
The first gala took place at Framlingham against the hosts and OBH. Having 
attended this gala for a number of years we knew the competition would be tough, 
and so it proved.

We showed incredible team spirit, supporting and encouraging each other which 
was a beautiful example of the comradery that exists between the pupils. 
Finborough had 1st places in 11 of the 27 events.
Therefore, the results were as follows:

1. Finborough 100 points
2. Framlingham 99 points
3. OBH 77 points
4. Framlingham 77 points

This is the first time Finborough has won this gala so a huge congratulations to the 
squad for their efforts!

Indoor Athletics

The special sporting success does not stop with the swimmers. The U11 athletics 
squad took part in the Aviva Sports Hall Athletics event, hosted at Finborough. The 
event entails all of the usual athletic disciplines of running, jumping and throwing, 
but all indoors. Having entered for the first time last year, and come 2nd, we were 
hoping to go one better this time round. 5 other schools joined us at the event. 
Finborough literally ran out as winners, as the fitness, agility, power and pace 
shone through. We now go through to the county finals which will be held in 
Newmarket on 7th February. Congratulations to the team on this success. We wish 
you all the best in the county finals next week!



Sporting Highlights..

On Wednesday 29th January 2020, 9 year 6s arrived at school early in the 
morning to begin the long journey to Alleyn Court, Southend for a day of 
Netball.  The girls were full of nerves and excitement as they knew that they 
were going to come up against some very strong teams. We arrived at 10am, 
after a stint in some traffic, and the team were eager to find out who they were 
against and keen to get on court to warm up. 11am rolled around and we were 
due to play against Littlegarth, a notoriously strong team. The girls got into 
position and were quick out of the starting blocks. They conceded a goal within 
the first minute of the game, but did not let their heads drop, instead they upped 
their game… the defence were impenetrable and our shooting was on point, we 
won our first game 5-1. The winning streak did not finish there.  We beat St 
Michael’s 4-0 and Woodlands 9-0 in quick succession. Our fourth game was 
going to be a really tough one: Alleyn Court. 5 minutes each way felt like an 
eternity to umpire, as the ball changed hands constantly with both teams 
making fantastic interceptions and a few silly errors. Seconds into the second 
half, after a beautiful set play the ball sunk into the net, leading to our victory. 
Our final two games of the pool were against Colchester and Heathcote which 
we won 7-0 and 10-0 respectively. We were in the semi-final! 

Our opponents – Copthill- were tall, quick and determined and we were very 
evenly matched. After full time, the game was drawn 2-2. 3 minutes extra time 
took place we dug deep, made a fantastic interception and sunk the ball in the 
goal again and again to win the game 5-4.

ISA success for young Netballers!



Sporting Highlights..

ISA Netball Continued…

Time for the final. Ursuline looked fierce and prepared to win! This shook 
the girls a little, and they were a little slow off the mark. However, they 
rallied around and at half time the score stood at 2-2. The second half was 
dominated by Finborough, but the ball just wouldn’t go into the net despite 
our shooters best efforts. Full time and the game remained a draw at 4-4. 3 
minutes extra time, fantastic play across the board and both teams 
managed to score 1 more goal each – the game moved to golden goal! 
Unfortunately, Ursuline had the first centre, leading to their opportunity to 
score first. 

I could not be more proud of this team of girls. They worked tirelessly with 
unflappable enthusiasm and determination and the results reflect what an 
incredible team of girls they are. Second place in the Regional Final gaining 
them a place at the National Finals, taking place at Rugby School in March! 
What a phenomenal achievement!

Huge congratulations go to Bella B (Capt.) Eliza H (Vice Capt.) Florence C, 
Saskia V, Aemilia C, Charlotte G, Hannah C, Erin D and Sadie F.  It is 
impossible for me to choose a player of the tournament, as they all played 
an integral part in the team’s success.



The Friends of Finborough Noticeboard..



Dates for the Diary.. 

• Monday 3rd February - Year 10,11,12 & 13 - Art Trip 
• Thursday 6th February - Year 8 Options Evening 

• February Half Term Dates: 

     Monday 17th February 2020 -   Friday 21st February 2020 
     Boarders Return    -   Sunday 23rd February 2020 
     School Re-commences  -   Monday 24th February 2020 

Please see our Events Calendar on our website for additional dates of interest: 

Finborough School Events Calendar 

Don’t Forget to follow us on Social Media: TW TWFB INS

Important Information.. 

For all parents of students in Year 11, please see our Mock 
Exam schedule by using the following link: 

Mock Exams – February 2020 Timetable

Year 11 Easter Exam Preparation

Finborough School is offering students access to excellent revision 
opportunities throughout the Easter break 2020. If you would like to book 
on to one or more of the comprehensive and complimentary morning or 
afternoon sessions, with lunch provided, please see the programme by 
using the following link:

Finborough School Easter Exam Preparation Schedule 

https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Mock-Exams-2020.pdf
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/
https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Year-11-Easter-Exam-Preparation-Programme-2020.pdf
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough
https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Year-11-Easter-Exam-Preparation-Programme-2020.pdf
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Mock-Exams-2020.pdf
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/

