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Week Ending Friday 14th February 2020

Dear Parents,

We arrive at the half term break, amidst a genuine sense of ‘flow’ across the school. This is 
particularly evident amongst our year 11 and 13 students who have taken on the first week of 
mock examinations with tremendous focus and determination. The attention to academic 
achievement has been inspiring and I wish them all the best with continued preparations over 
the next week ahead of the second week of exams after the break.

It has been a characteristically tremendous week with each report in this Bulletin testament to 
the usual rich tapestry of experiences and achievements.

As we enter the second half of the school year, we will be having an intense focus on 
independence in all aspects of school life, particularly in lessons. Taking ownership of 
learning and being intrinsically motivated to be their best is the hallmark of great ‘Learnability’, 
something which is beautifully evident and constantly developing in many of our children. As 
parents and teachers we can provide our children with so much, however it is our support and 
guidance combined with strong recognition of their success and honest and clear feedback 
when things are not as good as they could be that grows true independence. 



Continued…

Motivation and resilience flow from well established independence and are amplified by 
success and the possession of a genuine ‘growth mindset’. The diagram above encapsulates 
beautifully the difference between a fixed and a growth mindset, the latter dovetailing 
beautifully with the 7 Habits to establish and grow a strong character for success.

I am sure you can see the value of a ‘growth mindset’ and why we emphasise development in 
this regard so fervently.

I hope you enjoy reading all of the news which beautifully exemplifies our children immersion 
in the learning culture of the school I am consistently endeavouring to articulate.

Have an excellent half term break, ahead of a wonderful second half of the spring term.

Best regards,

Steven Clark
Headmaster



Pre-Prep..

Wow we are now half way through the year! This week has been a blustery one and luckily 
no one has been blown away, however the teachers have been blown away by the efforts 
of the children. I popped into Prep 2 this week and was astounded by their writing. The 
children were using some long tricky words, apostrophes and other punctuation and so 
much more. What also caught my eye were the houses the children made, they looked not 
like the houses from nowadays. I asked all about it. This was the information Mrs Williams 
gave me: 

This term Prep 2 have immersed themselves in learning all about the Great Fire of London.  
They have read diary extracts from Mr Samuel Pepys, constructed timelines of the events 
and researched reasons as to why the fire spread so quickly and why it burned for so long. 
The children even had the opportunity to imagine that they were Mr Samuel Pepys and by 
candlelight they all wrote a detailed diary account of the raging fire. They also wrote about 
how Mr Pepys buried his important papers, his favourite cheese and his favourite wine in 
his garden to save it from being burnt. 

Everyone used their research to help construct a medieval house complete with thatch roof 
(see photograph). On Friday 14th February we will be walking down to the woods with our 
medieval houses to set up our very own re construction of The Great fire of 1666. 

Have a fantastic half term!



Prep School..

The Young Art East Anglia’s “A Moment in Time” exhibition results are in! Out of more than 
2000 entries, around 360 will be displayed…and 9 of them are from Finborough Prep 
students! Huge congratulations to: Penny C, Monty G, Niles H, Claire H, Beatrice N, Ella 
H, Holly N and Oscar W. An extra-special mention goes to Noelia B who received a Highly 
Commended prize for her painting. The exhibition is open to the general public from Friday 
13th to Sunday 15th March at the Peter Pears Gallery, Aldeburgh, IP15 5AQ.

As well as our prize winners mentioned above, 
George and Ella have also been inspired. The 
Finborough 5 challenge to read The Boy, the 
mole, the fox and the horse gave them the 
inspiration to do their own versions of the 
incredible illustrations from the book. Fantastic!

Last Friday a team from the Prep School competed in 
the Suffolk County Finals of Sports Hall Athletics, 
having won the regional qualifier held at Finborough. 
The 20 children performed with huge amounts of 
enthusiasm and determination. Their reward was a 
brilliant 3rd place finish (out of the 8 finalists)! 

Florence C was busy doing more athletics at 
the weekend. She was competing at the 
Eastern Indoor Athletics, managing to come 
2nd in the under 13 long jump, 2 years above 
her actual age group. Well done!

It’s been a pleasure going into classes 
this week and seeing all of the lovely 
writing that has been going on. The 
teachers have done a great job 
inspiring the children to write some 
outstanding stories and scripts. I’m 
sure you’ll enjoy reading them at 
Parents’ Evening!



Prep School..



Prep School..

Deputy Head Commendations  

James M (Prep 6) – Outstanding learnability and focus in Science

Archie W (Prep 5) – Showing superb initiative and proactivity

Saffron M (Prep 4) – Fantastic effort and self-motivation in Maths 

David P (Prep 4) – Being a great friend and buddy



Senior School..

We are halfway through the mock exam period, with our Year 11 and 13 students working 
very hard during the course of this week. General feedback about the exams when I have 
asked them has been positive, and our dedicated staff are now going through the process of 
marking them. There is another week to go after half term, and the students involved are 
now planning how to best use their study time during the holiday to maximise their chances 
of positive outcomes in their remaining exams.

A couple of weeks ago, all of our Year 7 students took part in an ESB (English Speaking 
Board) assessment where they had to produce a talk on a subject of their choice, recite a 
poem from memory, and read a section from their favourite book, all in front of an external 
assessor. At the end of last week, we received the results of these assessments, and we 
were absolutely delighted with how they performed. Of the 37 students that took part, 17 
achieved a ‘Merit’, another 17 achieved a ‘Merit +’, whilst 2 students achieved the highest 
award of a ‘Distinction’. We congratulate and are very proud of all of our students, but 
particularly Oliver H and Phoebe H who received the Distinction awards.

All of our Year 8 and 9 students are now deep into the process of choosing their optional 
subjects for next year. This week, all Year 9 students have had a meeting with a senior 
member of staff to help them with the very challenging process of choosing the most 
appropriate subjects. I’ve been incredibly impressed with the students that I have met with, 
and their mature and sensible approach has been outstanding. Year 8 students have just 
completed their initial curriculum survey. The results of this will be fully analysed over half 
term, before they have their meeting with a senior member of staff in the first week back.

Elsewhere this week, there has been some excellent work produced in the Art department.  
Nathan M (Year 10) produced an outstanding piece of digital art using a piece of software 
called ‘Procreate’. Mrs Gregory and Mr Goffe were particularly impressed with this as he is 
the first student at the school to produce a piece of work in this way. I also enjoyed seeing 
some Year 8 students who were using light boxes and mirrors in Science for the first time in 
order to see how light waves reflect. 



Senior School..

The theme across the school this 
week has been ‘Humility’ and all 
students have been challenged not 
only with being humble, but to be 
kind towards each other and the 
adults they have worked with. As a 
result, during their Leadership lesson 
with Mr Clark, Year 7 students made 
a special point of going up to as 
many members of staff as they could 
to thank them for everything they do 
to support them – I can safely say 
that it was the highlight of the week 
for many members of staff!

Well the end of another half term is upon us.  We are half way through the mock exams and 
students deserve a well earned weeks break. Yes, we know exam preparations will still be 
going on, but there won't be that rush in the mornings! 

Amongst all the hard work, and beyond the classroom, some of our Sixth Form play for 
Stowmarket U18 football team. Against Stowupland Medua U got the ball from his own 
penalty area and ran through the entire team and unselfishly passed to Tito U to score the 
winning goal last Sunday! Even Ollie P was impressed and that's saying something! But it's 
not just the team glory we have been celebrating this week, personal achievements, 
however insignificant these may seem, are just as important. From Eloise L conquering her 
fear of jumping off a step on a scooter to Jess B and her personal achievement in exams 
this week.  

Sixth Form..

Our 'Legend of the Week' this week is Tawana 
N.  His humble approach to his studies has 
been relentless and his completion of our 
newly introduced 'Review, Assess and Preview' 
(RAP) sheets have been exemplary. However, 
what really impressed us this week was a 
spontaneous 'thank you' for Tawana from a 
year 7. His support and camaraderie on set 
rehearsing for the Addams Family obviously 
meant a lot to this young lady.   Our Sixth Form 
students often underestimate the influence and 
impact they have on our younger students and 
Tawana's humility is another example of our 
family feel at Finborough.

Have a great half term.



Boarding..
How have we reached half term already? The weeks have flown by! Below we have shared 
some of our favourite photos from boarding this term. Laser quest and mini olympics were 
thoroughly enjoyed last weekend and our theme night of American Diner went down an 
absolute treat on Wednesday evening!  

We hope you all have a fantastic half term and very much look forward to welcoming you all 
back on Sunday 23rd February. 



Sporting Highlights..

The U15 Hockey team travelled to Lee Valley Olympic Park on Thursday 13th 
February to play in the ISA tournament.
An excellent day of Hockey was had by all with a great squad of girls who gave 100% 
to their game! Well done to all who participated. 



Sporting Highlights..

Week 2 completed and the top 20 teams are listed below. It is a rest week this week 
but please remember to check and change your teams during half term. 

Have a great half term and good luck.
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The Friends of Finborough Noticeboard..
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Dates for the Diary.. 

• Sunday 23rd February - Boarders Return 
• Monday 24th February - School Re-commences 
• W/C Monday 24th February - Year 11 Mock Examination Week 

• Easter Holiday Dates - Term Ends Thursday 26th March 2020 

     Friday 27th March 2020  -   Friday 17th April 2020 
     Boarders Return    -   Sunday 19th April 2020 
     School Re-commences  -   Monday 20th April 2020 

Please see our Events Calendar on our website for additional dates of interest: 

Finborough School Events Calendar 

Don’t Forget to follow us on Social Media: TW TWFB INS

Important Information.. 

Year 11 Easter Exam Preparation
Finborough School is offering students access to excellent revision 
opportunities throughout the Easter break 2020. If you would like to book on 
to one or more of the comprehensive and complimentary morning or 
afternoon sessions, with lunch provided, please see the programme by using 
the following link:
Finborough School Easter Exam Preparation Schedule 

https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Year-11-Easter-Exam-Preparation-Programme-2020.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough
https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/Year-11-Easter-Exam-Preparation-Programme-2020.pdf
https://www.finboroughschool.co.uk/events-calender/
https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/
https://www.facebook.com/Finboroughschool/
https://twitter.com/HeadFinborough
https://twitter.com/FinboroughSch

