
THE BULLETIN 

Week Ending Friday 6th March 2020

Dear Parents,

It has been a great week dodging in and out of the rain whilst also enjoying the apricity increasingly 
characteristic at this time of year.

World book day in the prep school gave us a cornucopia of literary characters and brought the joy of 
reading into the limelight. The huge value of reading has been demonstrated in a major study, 
identifying it as a highly significant factor in GCSE success across all subjects. 

We have to take this evidence very seriously and do everything in our power as teachers and parents 
to help our children see the immense value of reading. What ever their starting point the only way to 
improve is to keep doing it. The incremental improvement can be slow and frustrating, so impatience 
coupled with a lack of self awareness of how their communication at all levels is improving can lead to 
them to giving up and not valuing reading. We have to do absolutely everything we can to encourage 
and cajole even the most reluctant readers to stick with it, which requires us to relentlessly keep it as 
a priority, whilst also being role models ourselves.



Continued..

Across the next two weeks we are focusing on our children’s independence as learners. How they 
take charge of their own progress through excellent ‘Learnability’ and don’t give up too easily. It is 
excellent if children ask for help with their homework, however vital we do not fall into the trap of 
giving them the answers, they need to be facilitated to work it out themselves and this might include 
getting it wrong, so they learn from their mistakes. Gold and Platinum ‘Learnability’ is all about 
motivation and determination to give their best possible effort in every subject, this only develops if 
they are driven independently, something we can support best through expectation and 
encouragement, coupled with very specific praise and positive feedback, when they demonstrate the 
best of themselves.

We are also paying particular attention to what they participate in outside their academic subjects, 
how they are building their profile of experience through a keenness to engage and commission 
activities that interest them. This is again all about independence, demonstrating a character that 
takes and makes opportunities and revels in the bountiful fun to be had trying different things and 
expanding their horizons.

This weeks bulletin is as ever a beautiful exemplification of expanded horizons, enjoy reading all 
about the week and the wonderful elements of our children’s growing characters every story portrays.

Have an excellent weekend.

Best regards,

Steven Clark
Headmaster



Pre-Prep..

The Dinosaurs are coming…

The Nursery children have been immersed in all things dinosaur related, a topic that was eagerly 
anticipated by them even before they started it, with dinosaur eggs and fossils being brought in to 
share with everyone long before half term! Sensory role play has been high on the agenda for the 
children, with dinosaur encounters being recreated in sand, water and mud on a regular basis 
with great enjoyment.  

Elsewhere, the children have been learning about and making their own fossils, using dinosaurs 
in maths by counting, adding and subtracting groups of them, as well as listening to dinosaur 
stories and drawing and writing words about their favourite characters. They have also been very 
keen to delve into non-fiction books to learn new facts about dinosaurs and label diagrams, 
although we have discovered that the children know a great deal about them already and have 
been teaching us a thing or two as well!



Pre-Prep..

Deputy Head Commendations  

Nursery- Mollie B - For such a positive attitude towards her learning.

Reception- Charley S - For fantastic effort with her reading and work on time.

Prep 1 – Lucas CC - For his excellent wanted poster.

Prep 2- Leo M - For his fantastic effort to improve his presentation and handwriting.

We also had a lot of fun on Thursday during World Book Day. There were some wonderful 
costumes and even the teachers in Pre-Prep dressed up!!! The children had great fun completing 
some of the different activities provided for them. The book swap was a real success and the 
children were really excited about having a new book to read at home.



Prep School..

The children have been responding to their Learnability Reports and many have already made 
gains and identified what they need to do to move towards Platinum.

The highlight of the week must have been World Book Day. The Prep School was overrun with 
colourful costumes and bucketloads of excitement. Seeing young people engage with books and 
reading will bring a smile to any face.

3WHA wrote a World Book Day poem as one of their World Book Day activities, using rhyming 
couplets from each individual to form a class poem. What a beautiful example of synergy, which 
has been the form challenge for the last fortnight.

It’s World Book Day today
Hip, hip, hip, hip hooray!!

Bring in a book, you no longer need
That someone else might want to read

Sharing books is lots fun
Yay, come on everyone!

Let’s see the characters that came to play
On this year’s World Book Day

Where’s Wally? He hid in the school.
We found him in the dining hall!

Then he lost his bobble hat
We found it on the P.E. mats

Matilda likes to read a book
Come along and take a look

Matilda is young and very smart
Always ready to take part

Her best friend’s name is Winnie
She is kind and also mini!

There are lots of characters in books 
But some of them are crooks
Some of them are my friends, 

I suppose it just depends!
We have characters from Hogwarts School

Draco, Harry and Dobby are cool
Captain America will save the day

He will still have time to play

Keep your learning on track
Concentrate with a Scooby snack!

Jasmine has a flying carpet
She carries it rolled up under her armpit!

We even have a real soldier 
Who carries his machine gun over his shoulder! 

So much fun that we have had
It will end and we’ll be sad

We can’t wait until next year 
When World Book Day will reappear!!



Prep School..

Deputy Head Commendations  

Mia D (Prep 3) – Reviewing and improving

Georgina G (Prep 3) – Being proactive 

Thomas B (Prep 3) – Independence and problem solving

Henry C (Prep 4) – Topic work on the Tudors
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Prep School.. 

The Prep School Valentine’s Visco which took place at the end of half-term was an incredible 
success. Everyone performed their groovy moves, Pre-Prep and Prep both bopped to ‘Baby-Shark’, 
enjoyed some balloon games and Prep children battled each other to a dance off. Thank you all for 
your support and a special mention to our Student Leaders for organising such a fabulous event.  


The total raised was an impressive £264.50. ! 
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Prep School.. 

Coming up next is the Prep School Cake Sale on Friday 13th March, which will take place at break 
time.  Donations of cakes would be very much appreciated. Please remember to name all 
containers.



Senior School..

So another week draws to a close and it’s been another successful one. Year 7 reports were issued 
at the end of last week and congratulations to the following students with outstanding Learnability – 
Loli L-L, Grace H, Eleanor G, Alice N, Oliver H, and Olive G, and others that are making excellent 
progress in all of their subjects are Eva-Mae C, Archie F, and Molly A-G. Well done!

Elsewhere in the Senior School Mr Banks took his Year 11’s to Kenilworth Castle on Thursday, it was 
a cold day but the rain held off. Kenilworth is a large and dramatic castle and even on a rather grey 
and cloudy day, everyone was impressed with its brooding power and magnificence. The group had 
a tour of the castle that enabled them to see in three dimensions what they had previously been 
learning about in class. Site visits give an insight on scale, significance and visual impact that books 
and websites cannot replicate. The group have been studying the castle for over a month and I was 
impressed by the ability of most to relate the physical remains to the theory they had learned in 
class. It looked as though there were probably some games of hide and seek along the way too!

As you are aware over the weekend our Vex Robot 
Experts took part in the Vex IQ National Finals in 
Telford. Toby W and Adam A had qualified by 
coming first in a regional competition. For those 
who don’t already know, VEX involves designing, 
building and programming a robot to complete a 
number of tasks. A new game is set every April, 
this years challenge called 'squared away' involved 
lifting cubes and balls around the play arena. The 
finals, held over two days, involved a number of 
competitive matches where Toby and Adam had to 
work collaboratively with other teams to score the 
maximum number of points, as well as solo and 
autonomous programming challenges.  Our team 
made it through to the play off part of the 
competition and eventually ended up being placed 
12th out of the 90 teams who had entered, which 
is outstanding for our first year competing! 
Congratulations to the team! Finborough will be 
holding our own regional competition in the new 
school year, so look out for details. We are also 
looking for any STEM businesses to sponsor the 
team!



Sixth Form..

As I write our Sixth Form bulletin, Performing Arts 
student are in the midst of preparations for their 
Panto performance of Aladdin this evening.  We 
can't wait to see it, there is a rumour that Ollie P is 
wearing a pair of golden knickers on stage..!  


Before hand all those in the audience and cast will 
be gathering in the Common Room and will be 
enjoying Pizza!

Even though Mo O was was awarded a reduced 
offer from Essex after smashing his interview, 
this weeks 'Legend' is George S; staff have 
made the effort to tell me this week how driven 
he is and is continuing to be, this is also 
alongside the efforts he is making to give back to 
the school community. Nothing is too much 
trouble for him!  


Well done George, and thank you

The boys played a great game of football against 
Thetford this week 8-0, we are turning into quite 
a formidable team. Tito U scoring 4, Ewan K 2, 
Elijah U 1 and Theo K in Year 11 the final goal.  
Let's do the same in the rugby next week lads!  
Unfortunately the girls netball was cancelled this 
week, they were so disappointed but we are 
hoping the event will be rescheduled.

Boarding..

Last weekend the boarding house visited Super Bowl in Ipswich for the first time. We had a brilliant 
time playing across 5 lanes which also included the staff members, well done to Ewan K for 
scoring the highest score from our group! After the fun on the lanes, we then had some time on the 
arcades playing on the penny machines, air hockey, basketball hoops and driving games.  

On Sunday we enjoyed baking and pizza making! We had such fun making (and eating!) chocolate 
Easter nets.  

This Saturday the boarders will be testing their strength at ultimate ninja in Colchester followed by 
an evening camp fire.  

Have a fantastic weekend!

The Boarding Team. 



Boarding..



Sporting Highlights..

It was a pleasure to watch our U11 basketball players at the county finals at Inspire Suffolk. 7 
schools had won their qualifying tournament to make it to finals day. It was clear as soon as we 
arrived that the standard was going to be much higher.

As always, the team exuded energy and enthusiasm as they got their campaign underway with 
a nail-biting 15-12 win over Gusford. Next up was a more comfortable win over a talented 
Clifford side, 16-2. With a semi-final place already clinched, we played Red Oak to decide who 
would top the pool. It was a high scoring game, with the girls stretching out a big lead in the first 
half, and the boys holding their nerve to complete the 21-15 victory.

Having topped the group with a perfect record, Finborough played St Christopher’s in the semi-
finals. The girls put the game to bed within 10 minutes as they raced into a 15-2 lead at half 
time. The boys put in an excellent half to send Finborough through to the final with a 24-6 win.

The final was incredibly close from start to finish, with Finborough edging the first half 11-9. The 
2nd half was just as close, with Finborough being pipped to the title, losing 18-13 overall. Well 
done to the squad who played with such spirit to finish as runners-up:

Eliza H, Florence C, Hannah C, Nathaniel G, Archie G, Erin D, Bella B, Jim G, Elijah D and 
Charlie S (also Aemilia C who played in the regional qualifier)
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The Friends of Finborough Noticeboard..
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Dates for the Diary.. 

• Thursday 12th March - Sixth Form Dinner 
• Friday 13th March - Prep School Cake Sale for Sport Relief 

• Easter Holiday Dates - Term Ends Thursday 26th March 2020 

     Friday 27th March 2020  -   Friday 17th April 2020 
     Boarders Return    -   Sunday 19th April 2020 
     School Re-commences  -   Monday 20th April 2020 

Please see our Events Calendar on our website for additional dates of interest: 

Finborough School Events Calendar 

Don’t Forget to follow us on Social Media: TW TWFB INS

Important Information.. 

Calling all parents and grandparents!

Would you be interested in offering exam invigilation and access arrangements for our GCSE and A 
level candidates in the May- June exam season 2020?

Full training will be provided (you will be paid for attending a training session) and you are welcome 
to have free lunches and all the free tea and coffee you can drink. Invigilators and access 
arrangement staff are paid by the hour.

We are seeking to recruit:

• Invigilators to assist with the supervision of exams in the exam hall

• Readers to assist students eligible to have questions and their answers read back to them.

• Scribes who write or type the answers of candidates eligible for this service.

This is an opportunity to make a positive contribution to a vital phase in the education of our young 
people.

The exam season begins on Monday 11 May and continues until 19 June. There are morning exam 
sessions 08.45-12.00, and afternoon sessions from 13.30pm to 16.30pm. If you are interested and 
available during these dates, or if you wish to discuss or get further information, then please 
contact me at sbanks@finboroughschool.co.uk  or via the school office on 01449 773600.

https://www.instagram.com/finborough_school/
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