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Year 8 Curriculum Pathways 2020 
 
As we get deeper into the spring term, our Year 8 students come to a very important time within their 
school career.  This is where, along with their teachers, tutors, and parents, they are supported to opt 
for a curriculum pathway that they will follow during Years 9, 10 and 11.  This is a fantastic opportunity 
for the students to reflect on the experiences they have had in their school lives up to this point, and 
align it with any future plans they may have in order to design a curriculum that will suit their needs as 
appropriately as possible. 
 
The curriculum pathway for each student will be made up of a combination of core subjects that 
everyone will study.  These include: 
 

 Mathematics 

 English (language and literature) 

 Science 

 Sport (non-examined) 
 
However, the detail and content of each student’s experience may be different in these courses based 
on their exam entry (to be decided during the course).  Further details of each of these subjects are 
included in the subsequent pages. 
 
In addition, students will be asked to design their own personalised curriculum pathway by selecting a 
potentially unique combination of the following subjects: 
 

 Art 
 Business Studies 
 Computer Science 
 Dance 
 Drama 
 French 
 Geography 
 History 
 Music 
 PE 
 Psychology 
 Spanish 
 Triple Science 

 
Please read through this booklet carefully to familiarise yourself with all the curriculum pathways 
available.  There is an opportunity on the 6th February to attend a presentation on this process in more 
detail, as well as allowing parents and students to ask further questions about each of the curriculum 
pathways to the relevant members of staff.  This will take place in the Sky Hall from 6pm.  Following 
this, students will be asked to complete an initial 'Curriculum Pathways Survey'.  This is where they will 
indicate how likely they are to choose each of the available subjects.  This is not a final decision, but 
enables us to identify which subjects are going to be more popular than others, as well as providing 
information to create final options blocks from which the choices will be made. 
 
Should you have any questions about this process, please don’t hesitate to contact me.  
 
Kind regards 
 
Mr B Collins – Deputy Headteacher (Senior School)  



Core subject - GCSE Mathematics 

What will I learn? 

There are six main areas of study: 
 
1 Number 
2 Algebra 
3 Ratio, proportion and rates of change 
4 Geometry and measures 
5 Probability 
6 Statistics 

 
Each bullet point links to a detailed list of the topics 
within each area of maths. 

What will the lessons be like? 
The lessons are teacher lead for a short part of the 
lesson and then pupils work independently solving a 
variety of problems linked to the particular topics. 

How will I be assessed? 

At the end of Year 11 the pupils sit three exams, each 90 
minutes long.  In one of these pupils may not use a 
calculator.  There is no coursework and the pupil’s grade 
is based on the total score from all three papers. 

Which exam board is used?  Is 
there a link I can use to see the 

specification? 

AQA 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/ma
thematics-8300 

How will this subject be of use in 
the future? 

Success in Mathematics offers students a wealth of 
opportunities in future studies and vocations.  The list of 
professions that require or benefit from a good 
understanding of Maths is almost endless:  medicine, 
architecture, computer programming, to name but 
three.  

Who should I see for further 
information? 

Mr Patten 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.1-number
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.1-number
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.2-algebra
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.2-algebra
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.3-ratio,-proportion-and-rates-of-change
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.3-ratio,-proportion-and-rates-of-change
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.4-geometry-and-measures
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.4-geometry-and-measures
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.5-probability
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300/subject-content/3.6-statistics
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


 

 
 
 
  

Core subject - GCSE English Language & English Literature 

What will I learn? 

Students will learn the following: 
 

 How to develop their own skills in reading, writing and speaking 

 How to read complex literature, exploring the ways in which 
character, theme and setting are presented, as well as discussing 
and evaluating ideas and concepts 

 How to develop personal skills in thinking and self-expression, 
and to communicate the understanding of the expression of 
others, whether in the media or through the literature of the 
past 

 How to expand and enrich their own language use in order to 
explore thoughts, feelings and concepts. 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

IGCSE English Language and IGCSE English Literature are taught 
alongside each other by one teacher.  A variety of teaching methods 
are used involving classroom discussion, research and written and 
spoken responses to the range of materials studied. 

How will I be assessed? 

IGCSE English Language:   
One exam paper (2 hours):  Reading Comprehension  (worth 50%) 
Coursework:  Writing (worth 50%).   
Typed essays on: descriptive writing; narrative writing; discursive 
writing in response to reading a non-fiction text.                       
IGCSE English Literature:   
Exam paper,  closed texts,  (90 minutes, worth 60%): 
 ‘Of Mice & Men’/ ‘To Kill A Mockingbird’; the poetry anthology; an 
unseen poetry question.  
Coursework (worth 40%): two essays on two texts (a play by 
Shakespeare and  ‘An Inspector Calls’) 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

IGCSE English Language CIE: 
-https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-
qualifications/cambridge-igcse-9-1-first-language-english-0990/ 
 
IGCSE English Literature Edexcel: 
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-
english-literature-2016.html 

 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

A good grade in English is a prerequisite for most further education 
courses.  Without it, it is very difficult to communicate effectively 
with other people. 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mr May 

https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-9-1-first-language-english-0990/
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/programmes-and-qualifications/cambridge-igcse-9-1-first-language-english-0990/
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-english-literature-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-english-literature-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses-and-edexcel-certificates/international-gcse-english-literature-2016.html


 

 
 
  

Core subject - GCSE Combined Science 

What will I learn? 

Students will study Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Each has six topic 
areas. This course will lead to two GCSE grades.  

Unit Biology Chemistry Physics 

1 Cells Particles Matter 

2 Transporting 
substances 

Elements, mixtures, 
compounds 

Forces 

3 Coordination & 
Control  

Reactions Electricity and 
magnetism 

4 Ecosystems Identifying products Waves and 
radioactivity 

5 Inheritance & 
Evolution 

Controlling 
reactions 

Energy 

6 Global 
Challenges 

Global  
Challenges 

Global 
Challenges 

 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

Lessons will be a mixture of practical and theory lessons.  
Although you will do many experiments, there are sixteen required 
practical’s that have to be completed and these will feature in the 
exams at the end of the course.  

How will I be assessed? 

There are six exam papers. They can be taken at foundation or higher 
tier. Higher tier candidates can access up to Grade 9.  

 Paper 1: Biology Units 1-3 

 Paper 2: Biology Units 4-6 

 Paper 3: Chemistry Units 1-3 

 Paper 4: Chemistry Units 4-6 

 Paper 5: Physics Units 1-3 

 Paper 6: Physics Units 4-6 
Each paper lasts 1 hour 10 minutes and is made up of two sections: 
Section A – 10 multiple choice questions (10 marks) 
Section B – Structured questions including extended responses (50 
marks). Each is worth 60 marks (16.7% of the overall exam.)  

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234596-specification-accredited-

gcse-gateway-science-suite-combined-science-a-j250.pdf 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

Science is useful for a number of careers including pure research, 
medicine, journalism, education, pharmaceuticals, engineering, 
health and safety, environmental Science, metrology and food 
production to name but a few! 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mr Jordan  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234596-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-combined-science-a-j250.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234596-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-combined-science-a-j250.pdf


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Art, Craft and Design 

What will I learn? 

Art, Craft and Design is a broad and flexible course that requires students 
to develop an appreciation of the creative process through a practical 
response, using a variety of two-dimensional and three-dimensional 
media, materials, techniques and processes. Students will explore 
critically how artists, craftspeople and designers have arrived at solutions 
and communicated meaning using the formal elements. They will use this 
knowledge when developing new ideas, recording observations and 
creating outcomes which fully realise personal intentions. The themes are 
selected and developed each year but include: drawing, painting, print 
making, photography, graphics, 3D design and textiles. 

What will the 
lessons be like? 

For the first two terms lessons will be largely teacher led whilst students 
are guided through the content and skills of the course.  We will 
experiment with all different materials and techniques as well as the 
essential research and recording of ideas and observations. Once the 
portfolio ‘theme’ is selected, students will work independently through 
the design and development process from a starting point to a personal 
response. 

How will I be 
assessed? 

 Unit 1: A portfolio of work - A portfolio including at least one 
sustained project and a further selection of work.  96 marks – 60% 

 Unit 2: Externally Set Task - Question papers released in Jan 2021.  
Unlimited preparation time and then a 10 practical hour exam.  96 
marks – 40% 

Which exam board 
is used?  Is there a 
link I can use to see 
the specification? 

AQA 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-
8201-8206/subject-content/art,-craft-and-design 

How will this 
subject be of use in 

the future? 

There are currently over 3 million creative jobs in the UK earning the UK 
alone 92 billion pounds a year and it is still growing.  Studying Art can lead 
to a wide range of professions in the creative industry but it is also a 
subject that demonstrates a high skill set to any future employers. 
Studying art and design gives you the opportunity to be creative, risk 
taking and imaginative. Students are able to develop your own ideas and 
realise them in unique personal outcomes. It gives skills and abilities that 
go beyond the subject and will enrich all aspects of your life in school and 
beyond. 

Who should I see 
for further 

information? 

Mrs Gregory 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/art,-craft-and-design
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/subject-content/art,-craft-and-design


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Business Studies 

What will I learn? 

The course is divided into 2 separate components: 
 
a) The first component introduces learners to basic business 

concepts and issues concerning the activities of a business 
including marketing and human resources. 

b) The second component looks at the roles of operations, finance 
and external influences on business.  

 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

Lessons will consist of a range of activities; such as research based 
topics, case studies, practical investigations and theory lessons that 
incorporate questions, articles, activities and problem solving. Course 
content is delivered in a range of different ways; research tasks, 
independent study, practical investigation, lecture style and group 
work.  

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed by two written exams at the end the course, 
each exam lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
 
The first exam  covers Business 1: business activity, marketing and 
people and is worth 50% 
 
The second exam covers  Business 2: operations, finance and 
influences on business and is also worth 50% 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/304213-specification-accredited-
gcse-business-j204.pdf 

 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

Aside from learning general theory about how to run a business, this 
GCSE will also allow you to develop a variety of transferable skills 
that will improve your employability and stay with you for the rest of 
your life, regardless of what career you choose, such as: 

organisational understanding, decision making and adaptability. 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Dr Purkis 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/304213-specification-accredited-gcse-business-j204.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/304213-specification-accredited-gcse-business-j204.pdf


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Computer Science 

What will I learn? 

The course is divided into 2 separate components: 
 
a) Students will learn about computer systems including hardware 

components, the CPU, networking, system security and ethical 
and legal issues 

b) Students will develop skills in computational thinking, algorithms, 
programming techniques, computational logic and number 
representation.  

 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

As the content is so varied lessons will consist of a range of activities, 
such as practical programming projects, research based topics and 
theory lessons that incorporate questions, articles, activities and 
problem solving. Course content is delivered in a range of different 
ways; lecture style, research tasks, independent study, practical 

investigation and group work.  

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed by two written exams at the end the course, 
each exam lasting 1 hour and 30 minutes. 
 

 The first exam covers computer systems and is worth 50%. 

 The second exam covers algorithms and programming and is also 
worth 50%. 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-
from-2016/ 

 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

The range of topics covered is so wide-ranging that it gives you an 
understanding of every aspect of Computer Science; the hardware, 
networks, coding and writing programs, security, hacking, 
automation, testing and the future of computing. We are living in the 
digital age and computers figure in so many career paths; science, 
technology, manufacturing, research and even medicine. Computer 
Science involves everyone, in every walk of life, so career 

opportunities are endless. 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Miss Thomas 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/computer-science-j276-from-2016/


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Dance 

What will I learn? 

The course is broken down into 3 components: Performance, 
Choreography, and Appreciation.  Within these topics students will learn 
some of the following: 

 How to perform effectively  

 The skills needed to choreograph your own dances   

 To appreciate dance as an art form   

 How to work effectively in a group   

 To develop your own creativity   

 How important a healthy lifestyle and good fitness levels can 
contribute to you successes in dance. 

What will the 
lessons be like? 

The majority of lessons will be practical in nature where students will 
learn the skills practically and will develop new techniques. Much of the 
theory will be explored practically over the first year.  
They will also explore the theory elements of the course using a 
combination of presentations, discussions, books, and videos.  

How will I be 
assessed? 

Component 1- Performing and Choreography (60% of total GCSE) – 
practical performance, internally and externally marked, and is made up 
of the following assessments:  

 Performance 1 – Students learn and perform a 1 minute set dance 
solo Performance 2 – 3 minute duet/trio performance based on 
professional work, choreographed in collaboration with teacher  

 Choreography 1 – 2-3.5 minute solo/group choreography, 
choreographed by student  

Component 2- Dance appreciation (40% of total GCSE) - 1 hour 30 minute 
written exam based on knowledge and understanding of choreographic 
processes and performing skills, including critical appreciation of own 
works and of professional works. 

Which exam board 
is used?  Is there a 
link I can use to see 
the specification? 

AQA 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236 

How will this 
subject be of use in 

the future? 

This course provides students with knowledge of the subject and the 
specialist skills necessary to continue their professional education in 
Dance. This course provides a strong foundation not only to Level 2 or 3 
courses in dance and performing Arts including A Level Dance, but also 
Higher education in Dance, Performing Arts and PE.  In addition, the skills 
acquired through the study of GCSE Dance such as teamwork, problem-
solving, management and motivation of others, communication and 
expression are transferable to almost any career and further studies. 

Who should I see 
for further 

information? 

Mrs McMillan 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/dance/gcse/dance-8236


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Drama 

What will I learn? 

The course is divided into 3 separate components: 
1. Devising Drama - students will research and explore a stimulus, 

work collaboratively and create their own devised drama. 
2. Presenting and Performing Texts - students develop and apply 

theatrical skills in acting or design by presenting a showcase of 
two extracts from a performance text. 

3. Performance and Response - students will explore practically a 
performance text to demonstrate their knowledge and 
understanding of drama. Learners will analyse and evaluate a live 
theatre performance. 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

Students develop their improvisation and acting skills to a higher 
level, and look at plays in more detail to identify different ways of 
bringing a script to life on stage. They will also: 
• express themselves in an active and exciting way 
• work in a group 
• contribute ideas and take on board those of others 
• explore ideas by putting themselves in other people’s shoes 
• play many parts in different imaginary situations 
• create their own drama work 
• look at plays written by other people 

How will I be assessed? 

a) Devising drama (01/02) 60 marks. Non-exam assessment 30% of 
total GCSE. 

b) Presenting and performing texts (03) 60 marks. Non-exam 
assessment (Visiting examination) 30% of total GCSE. 

c) Drama: Performance and response (04) 80 marks Exam 
assessment 1 hour 30 minutes (Written paper) 40% of total 
GCSE. 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242630-specification-accredited-
gcse-drama-j316.pdf 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

After you have completed GCSE Drama students can go on to higher 
levels of study. They may choose to continue the study of Drama 
through A Level or Cambridge Technical in Performing Arts (Acting). 
Through studying GCSE Drama students can also develop key life 
skills that will be of great use in all careers: communication, public 
speaking, teamwork, problem solving, and developing confidence 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mr. Bridgeman and Mrs. McMillan 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242630-specification-accredited-gcse-drama-j316.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242630-specification-accredited-gcse-drama-j316.pdf


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE French  

What will I learn? 

Our work centres on the four language skills which are set in 
common contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and 
cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken 
down into topics and sub-topics.  
The five themes are:  

a) Identity and culture 
b) Local area, holiday and travel, 
c) School 
d) Future aspirations, study and work 
e) International and global dimension.  

All themes and topics are studied in the context of countries and 
communities where French is spoken. 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

Lessons will be conducted in French with limited English spoken! 
There will be a lot of different sorts of activities in the in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. Working on your own, in pairs or 
in groups on small projects will also be part of our program.  

How will I be assessed? 

The French examinations consist of four externally examined 
papers based on the following skills: listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. Each skill is worth 25% of the final grade.  
Each paper is available at Foundation tier or Higher tier. Students 
are entered for a single tier across all papers. The use of 
dictionaries is not permitted.  

 Paper 1: Listening and understanding in French  

 Paper 2: Speaking in French which lasts up to 12 minutes 
(Internally conducted and externally assessed).  

 Paper 3: Reading and understanding in French - the reading 
exam includes a translation passage from French to English  

 Paper 4: Writing in French - the writing exam includes a 
translation passage from English to French 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

Edexcel 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/french-2016.html 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

People with language skills and knowledge are highly thought of in 
the modern world. They stand out as talented and successful 
people, with broad and exciting horizons.  

Who should I see for 
further information? 

 
Madame Davis  

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/french-2016.html


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Geography 

What will I learn? 

Students will learn how to be an expert Geographer.  This will include 
becoming an expert in the study of the physical features of the earth 
and its atmosphere, and of human activity as it affects and is affected 
by these. 
 
Topics include Climate, Coasts, Rivers, Resources, Development, 
Settlement and Ecosystems. 

What will the lessons 

be like? 

Lessons are mainly theory based and, where the syllabus lends itself, 
an enquiry-led approach leads to the student becoming the 
investigators of a geographical issue.   
 
In Year 11 we spend 3 days completing fieldwork at Flatford Mill; a 
Field Studies Council Centre where students get to practice, develop 
and investigate a coastal and inner city geographical issue 
themselves. 

How will I be assessed? 

This subject is 100% examination split between 3 papers: 
 

 The Physical Environment (1 hour 30 minutes) 

 The Human Environment (1 hour 30 minutes) 

 Geographical Investigations (1 hour 30 minutes) 
 

Which exam board is 

used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 

specification? 

Edexcel A 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/geography-a-2016.html 

How will this subject be 

of use in the future? 

Geographers are highly employable and the skills, knowledge and 
understanding gained through this are in high demand within the UK 
economy and beyond.  Most geographers are numerate, literate, 
good team players, can think analytically and critically, can analyse, 
interpret data, and are highly computer literate.   They also have an 
understanding of the social and environmental issues of our time. 

Who should I see for 

further information? Mrs Foss 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.html


 

 

 

Optional subject - GCSE History 

What will I learn? 

The course has five elements:  
 
1. A study of International Relations from 1918 to 2001  
2. A depth study on Germany from 1925 to 1955.  
3. A thematic study over a long period of time and focused on the 

history of the British Isles. The theme we shall be studying is, 
‘Power, Monarchy and Democracy in Britain 1000-2000’.  

4. A British Depth study entitled, ‘The English Reformation 1520-
1550’  

5. A historic environment study entitled ‘Castles form and function.’ 
This will involve the study of a particular castle. 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

There will be a range of activities and approaches. There is a lot of 
information and this will involve reading and discussing and 
summarising. There will be activities focused on investigating and 
using evidence to reach conclusions. There is a lot of visual and 
audio-visual material to complement the themes we study. Written 
responses will be varied ranging from short focused tasks to longer 
assignments requiring developed argument. 

How will I be assessed? 

The course is assessed by three written exams at the end the course. 
 

 1 hour 45 min exam on International Relations and Germany 

 1 hour exam on ‘Monarchy, Democracy and Power’ 

 1 hour 15 min exam on the British Study and Castle study 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-a-explaining-the-
modern-world-j410-from-2016/ 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

This subject is useful for developing skills of evaluation and analysis 
and therefore for any future study or career requiring the ability to 
assess and make reasoned decisions. It is a good GCSE for those 
intending to study A level History, Law, Business, Economics or 
English. 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mr Banks 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/


Optional subject - GCSE Music 

What will I learn? 

The course is divided into 3 separate components: 
 
1. Students will be given the opportunity to develop their own 

performance skills and record two performances for assessment. 
2. Students will compose their own music and learn the skills 

required to create music in a variety of styles 
3. Students will study and analyse a variety of musical styles for the 

listening paper 

What will the lessons be 
like? 

Some lessons will be practical in nature where students will learn how 
to develop their own techniques to improve their own performance 
or group work.  They will also be given the opportunity to workshop a 
variety of styles of music including Pop, World Music, Jazz and 
Classical.   Other lessons will be theory based where students will 
learn about elements of music and the History of music through a 
variety of Areas of Study. These include, Rhythms around the World, 
Pop Music, Music through Time.  

How will I be assessed? 

 40% is assessed by a written exam at the end the course.  The 
exam lasts 1 hour and 30 minutes, and questions are based on the 
Areas of Study covered through the course 

 30% is assessed through student solo performances on their 
instruments and an ensemble performance. This is moderated 
internally. 

 30% is assessed through coursework.  Students will be expected 
to compose two pieces on Garage band or Sibelius.  One 
composition will be a free choice and the other will be a set style. 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/ 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

Music GCSE is an incredibly diverse course, encompassing a variety of 
practical and academic approaches to the study of music. Music has a 
wide range of career options available, including: performer, teacher, 
administrator, songwriter, conductor, composer, recording engineer, 
manager, promoter, or music publisher. The range of roles can seem 
quite endless!  

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mrs Lyons 

 

  

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/music-j536-from-2016/


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Physical Education 

What will I learn? 

The new GCSE PE syllabus has a much more theoretical (70%) and 
much less practical (30%) component.  
 

 Physical factors affecting performance - Students explore how 
parts of the human body function during physical activity and the 
physiological adaptations that can occur due to diet and training.  

 Socio-cultural issues and sports psychology - Students develop 
their knowledge of the social-cultural and psychological 
influences on levels of participation in sport, and also how sport 
impacts on society more broadly.  

 Performance in physical education - Students are assessed in 
performing three practical activities and one performance 
analysis task. 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

One lesson a week will be practical in nature where students will 
learn how to improve their performances and put their theory into 
practice. Two lessons a week will be classroom based where student 
will be introduced to the challenging theory of the course. 

How will I be assessed? 

 Three practical performances (30%) 

 One Performance written Analysis task (10%) 

 Written paper 1 (30%)  Physical factors affecting performance 

 Written paper 2 (30%)  Socio-cultural issues and sports 
psychology 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/physical-education-j587-
from-2016/ 

 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

GCSE (9–1) Physical Education is not just an excellent base for the A 
Level in Physical Education; it can take you much further. There are 
links with Psychology, Sociology, and is an excellent additional 
qualification for those undertaking the sciences with the intention to 
move through into medicine or physiotherapy routes. 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mr Haycock 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/physical-education-j587-from-2016/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/physical-education-j587-from-2016/


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Psychology 

What will I learn? 

This course takes students to that most fascinating of places - the 
human mind.  They will learn how to understand people’s behaviour 
and predict how they are likely to behave in different situations.  
Students will investigate areas such as: 

 Why do I forget things? 

 How do I interpret visual cues? 

 Can I change my mind-set? 

 Why do I often copy other people? 

 Why are bystanders reluctant to help in emergencies? 

 How can I improve my body language? 

 What are the causes of depression? 

 How can addictions be overcome? 

 How do I set up a Psychological study? 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

Lessons will involve finding out about the science behind topics such 
as non-verbal communication, obedience, antisocial behaviour and 
memory. Students will learn to understand what is going on around 
them and how they can put some of the knowledge gained into 
practice; for example, memory techniques to improve study skills, 
which also helps them in other subjects. There will also be practical 

work that goes with each topic. 

How will I be assessed? 
Students will sit 2 exams at the end of the course, both lasting for 1 
hour and 45 minutes.  The papers are a mixture of multiple-choice, 

short answer, and long answer questions. 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

AQA 
 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-
8182/introduction 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

The course will build analytical and research skills. A good knowledge 
of Psychology can support many other further education courses, 
and is useful in many careers where a prime role is to work with 
other people.  Examples include police work, journalism, teaching, 
medical professions, personnel work, social work, management, civil 
service, the armed forces and probation work. 

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mr Collins 

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182/introduction
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/psychology/gcse/psychology-8182/introduction


 

  

Optional subject - GCSE Spanish  

What will I learn? 

Our work centres on the four language skills which are set in 
common contexts, addressing a range of relevant contemporary and 
cultural themes. They are organised into five themes, each broken 
down into topics and sub-topics.  
The five themes are:  

a) Identity and culture 
b) Local area, holiday and travel, 
c) School 
d) Future aspirations, study and work 
e) International and global dimension.  

All themes and topics are studied in the context of countries and 
communities where Spanish is spoken. 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

Lessons will be conducted in Spanish with limited English spoken! 
There will be a lot of different sorts of activities in the in listening, 
speaking, reading and writing skills. Working on your own, in pairs or 
in groups on small projects will also be part of our program.  

How will I be assessed? 

The Spanish examinations consist of four externally examined papers 
based on the following skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing. 
Each skill is worth 25% of the final grade.  
Each paper is available at Foundation tier or Higher tier. Students are 
entered for a single tier across all papers. The use of dictionaries is 
not permitted.  

 Paper 1: Listening and understanding in Spanish  

 Paper 2: Speaking in Spanish which lasts up to 12 minutes 
(Internally conducted and externally assessed).  

 Paper 3: Reading and understanding in Spanish - the reading 
exam includes a translation passage from Spanish to English  

 Paper 4: Writing in Spanish - the writing exam includes a 
translation passage from English to Spanish 

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

Edexcel 
 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-
gcses/spanish-2016.html 

How will this subject be 
of use in the future? 

People with language skills and knowledge are highly thought of in 
the modern world. They stand out as talented and successful people, 
with broad and exciting horizons.  

Who should I see for 
further information? 

 
Senora Romero 

 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2016.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/spanish-2016.html


 

 

Optional subject - GCSE Triple Science 

What will I learn? 

This is a very similar course to the Combined Science course; however 
one of the option choices will be used to cover extra material that isn’t 
in the Combined Science course. As a result this course will lead to 
three certificates (as opposed to two for Combined Science) in GCSE 
Biology, GCSE Chemistry, and GCSE Physics.  Unlike Combined Science, 
the grade for each subject may be different. 

What will the lessons 
be like? 

Lessons will be a mixture of practical and theory activities. Although 
students will do many experiments, there are required practicals that 
have to be completed in each subject area and these will feature in the 
exams at the end of the course.  

How will I be 
assessed? 

Each subject has two exam papers. They can be taken at the 
foundation or higher tier. Higher tier candidates can access up to 
Grade 9.  
 

 Biology - Paper 1: Biology Units 1-3, Paper 2: Biology Units 4-6 

 Chemistry - Paper 1: Chemistry Units 1-3, Paper 2: Chemistry Units 
4-6 

 Physics - Paper 1: Physics Units 1-3, Paper 2: Physics Units 4-6 
 
Each is worth 90 marks (50% of the overall exam) and lasts 1 hour 45 
minutes.  Each paper consists of multiple choice and structured 
questions.  

Which exam board is 
used?  Is there a link I 

can use to see the 
specification? 

OCR 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234594-specification-accredited-gcse-
gateway-science-suite-biology-a-j247.pdf 

 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234598-specification-accredited-gcse-
gateway-science-suite-chemistry-a-j248.pdf 

 
 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234600-specification-accredited-gcse-
gateway-science-suite-physics-a-j249.pdf 

 

How will this subject 
be of use in the 

future? 

Students thinking about careers in Medicine, Research, or Science 
courses Post 18 should consider taking Triple Science 
While students who do take Combined Science can move on to study 
A-Level, studying the three subjects at greater depth will give students 
an advantage if they decide to follow these subjects in post-16 
education.  

Who should I see for 
further information? 

Mr Jordan (Biology) 
Mrs Wetherell (Chemistry) 

Dr Fiadzomor (Physics) 

https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234594-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-biology-a-j247.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234594-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-biology-a-j247.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234598-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-chemistry-a-j248.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234598-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-chemistry-a-j248.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234600-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-physics-a-j249.pdf
https://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/234600-specification-accredited-gcse-gateway-science-suite-physics-a-j249.pdf

